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figures, the longest being that to Formosa (1229 m.). Wireless
telegraphy began to come into general use in 1go8, when several
vessels belonging to the principal steamship companies were
equipped with the apparatus. It had already been employed for
some years by the army and navy, especially during the war with
Russia, when the latter service installed a new system, the joint
invention of Captain Tonami of the navy, Professor S. Kimura of
the naval college and Mr M. Matsushiro of the department of com-
munications. The telegraph service in Japan barely pays the cost
of operating and maintenance.
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THE PRESENT STATE OF

ELECTRICAL INDUSTRIES
IN JAPAN,
By Proressor Smunxicer Kmura, Fh.D.,
O and Ci Engi forBlectrical Industrize

aml Applications, Momosono, Nakane, Tokio, Tapan.

The protective policy and the encouragement
of home industries now in vogue in Japan for
averting the disastrous trend of financial con-
ditions as well ns for improving the national
standnrd of wealth, have crented a disturbdnce
in the system of industrial commerce which
has developed during the last thirfy years, But
af the same time a new and interesting field
has been opened up for those who will accom-
modate themselves to the changed conditions
or for those who keep a smart look-out for new
opportunities. On our side we ought not to
aim at independence from the industries of the
West, which might lead to our isolation; on
the contrary, the relatione between the indus-
tries in this country and those in the West
should be made much closer than ever. Nor
should our object be the exclusion of foreign
arts and inventions, which will certainly lead
us fo sterility; on the contrary, importation
and exportation must be mutual and must be
encouraged to an ever-increasing extent, Home
industry in Japan is progressing, no doubt, but
much more slowly than in Europe or America,
and in the case of electrical industries Japan is
from ten to fifteen years behind other countries
in the West.
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